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VA.MDANO DC 

August 22, 2016 

VIA EMAIL 
Ron Rordam, Mayor, Town of Blacksburg at: rrordam@blacksburg.gov 
Sterling E. Rives, III, Hanover County Attorney at: srives@hanovercounty.gov 
The Honorable Chris Peace at: DelCPeace@hollse.virginia.gov 

Re: Input to Virginia Housing Commission Short-term Rental Work Group 

Dear Delegate Peace, Mayor Rordam & Mr. Rives, III: 

I am writing 10 express my concerns with the Limited Residential Lodging Act as it was passed 
by the 2016 General Assembly session. My opposition to the Act, as currently drafted, is based upon 
the Act's failure to address public safety and to ensure the retention of the primary use of a dwelling 
as residentiaL 

I own a single-family dwelling in Arlington. 1 became aware ofmy neighbor'S short-term leasing 
activities after an altercation involving 6 to 8 young men erupted in front of my home one Sunday 
morning in April 2016. The individuals informed me that they were staying next door at "the 
Airbnb." Upon researching the Airbnb site (as well as two other hosting sites, specifically, Home 
Away and Vacation Rentals By Owner) I discovered that my neighbors are listing their entire house 
for rent as follows: 

(1) Occupancy for up to 15 people; 
(2) Basement may also be rented for an additional charge; 
(3) Free parking throughout the street; 
(4) A description ofmy neighborhood as: "Amazing neigbbourhood filled witb 3-4 star retired 

gener.ds, senior government officials and families." 


In addition, the house is for rent on a perpetual basis and the owners do not occupy the property 

when it is being rented, as they have two yotUlg children. 


I have filed 3 complaints with Airbnb. The company replied on two occasions that they do not 
get involved in such issues, as to the third complaint, no response. 1 first alerted Airbnb to my 
security concern regarding the description of my neighborhood as posted on their site. Secondly, that 
renting the property was in violation of the local zoning ordinance (my neighbors have been issued a 
verbal violation fTOm the zoning authority, which they continue to ignore). Thirdly, upon discovering 
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that Airbnb supposedly has a "one host, one home" policy, I filed a complaint based upon my 
discovery that my neighbors also have a condominium that they purportedly do not own but rent 
from a third party, which they also rent on the Airbnb site. 

In order to ensure that the primary use ofa dwelling remains residential, ensure residential 
neighborhood integrity and promote public safety and security, I believe the Act needs to limit the 
number of persons that may rent a property as well as the frequency of the rentals. The current 
language does not define "regularly," "one party," or "separate contracts." The Act also does not 
address parking. I reside on a narrow street with parking available only along one side. Pursuant to 
the zone in which I live, I am entitled to two on-street spaces, which becomes impossible with the 
number of cars associated with the Airbnb use. 

While I am well aware of my next door neighbor's advertising his home through Airbnb and the 
other hosting sites, I realize that the Act, as drafted, keeps the identity ofhosts secret. This 
compounds the security/safety problems within a neighborhood, as should something happen, no one 
will know how to get in touch with the responsible party. 

I appreciate your consideration of these matters and am hopeful that my concerns will be 

addressed. 


Thank you, 

Respectfully. 

~~ . '"Lynn" Primo 

cc: Pat Carroll: pcarroll@arlingt,onva.us 
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